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Resources 

Chuck’s F/A-18C Hornet Guide 

https://www.mudspike.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/DCS-FA-18C-Hornet-Guide.pdf 

Carrier Ops 

 Matt Wagner’s Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TuigBLhtAH8 

 Jabber’s Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm-M3VUy-_I&t=527s 

Lex (IRL F/A-18C Pilot) Video’s: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvGQS-3AzMc 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bN44wvtRsw0 

 

 A.E.W.’s (IRL F/A-18C Pilot) Series:  

CASE I Advanced Topics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiVdwkuCrwg 

Cont... of Advanced Topics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljO2sL_XnEw&t=1528s 

Ball Flying Refresher: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9cXzX6e1kY 

Take your time and watch all his videos for some great insight, some of his other 

videos are very long but worth every minute. 

 

 

 

Foreword 

The Initial Qualification on the F/A-18C for VFC-119 is an SNA’s first milestone in the 

squadron. Completion of this evaluation will earn an SNA his/her wings and the rank of 
[HVY-(O-1)]. O-1 means the SNA has proved to the CO and the squadron that he/she is 

mature and shows a willingness to learn more about the aircraft but most importantly 

intends to work as a team member and contribute to the great environment that makes the 

HVY experience better for all. In regards to the evaluation, the SNA is strongly advised 

to communicate with the evaluator while he/she is spectating. If the evaluator feels the 

SNA has reviewed the material below and is able to clearly communicate what his/her 
intentions are, that could be classified as satisfactory. The evaluators reserve the 

right of discretion, and if performance and attitude do not satisfy the evaluator, the 

attempt will not be successful. In short, this evaluation will be your entry challenge, 

be mature, try your best, and most importantly have fun. 

 

Welcome to VFC-119. 

 

https://www.mudspike.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/DCS-FA-18C-Hornet-Guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lm-M3VUy-_I&t=527s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LvGQS-3AzMc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bN44wvtRsw0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XiVdwkuCrwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ljO2sL_XnEw&t=1528s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9cXzX6e1kY
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First Evaluation 

Ramp Qualification Land/Sea 

An SNA’s initial qualification includes 

basic competency in startup from a cold 

and dark cockpit to; engines running, INS 
aligned, FCS bit completed, and the 

remainder of the startup checklist items 

completed in an acceptable time limit. 

While there is no exact amount of time 

specified, the SNA should employ all 

knowledge currently accumulated and show 
an intent to learn and improve as a 

pilot. Practice and muscle memory are key 

to success in this segment. We encourage 

SNA’s to review Chuck’s F/A-18C Hornet 

Guide Part 3, pages 12 through 48. Be 

careful to note differences in start up 

procedures between airfield and carrier operations, most notably; INS, Anti-Skid, Hook 

Bypass, and Wings-Fold. In Chuck’s Guide, Part 4 is also valuable once cockpit 

familiarization has been completed, this segment covers all start-up procedures in 

chronological order. Note that many other checklists and guides may provide items in 

differing order, Chuck’s guide should be followed until the SNA feels comfortable enough 

to make minor amendments for personal preference on the grounds of prioritization or ease 
of use. 

 

Handling on Ramp and Movement 
Areas (Airfield) 

Once the aircraft is ready for 

taxi, the SNA will be tested on 

his/her ability to communicate 

on frequency (preferably using 

SRS). A general understanding 

of communication should be 

shown. For the test the 

airfield will operate as 
uncontrolled, therefore the 

frequency will be treated as 

UNICOM. The SNA should be able 

to taxi on the taxi line to the 

declared runway. Approaching the hold short line, the SNA will complete the before take-

off checklist, an attempt at communicating should be made on frequency and proceed to 
line up on the runway. Please see Ex.1 for a checklist reference, if required. 

 



Joint Task Force Heavy – VFC  

 

5
 

 

 

Flight 

The SNA will be required to fly a circuit for an airfield landing, (left-hand or right-

hand circuit will be determined prior to evaluation upon runway selection). If the SNA 
feels more comfortable simulating a carrier break circuit on land, he/she must 

communicate that with the evaluator, either circuit is deemed acceptable for initial 

qualification. Please see Ex.2 for a carrier break circuit or pages 84 and 85 in Chuck’s 

Guide. Please note that the SNA does not require stack procedures in order for completion 

in the initial qualification. The SNA should show an attempt to be at full flaps, gear 

down, and on the ball prior to the base leg in order to pass this evaluation. If the SNA 
feels the approach is not stable or is not sure that the variables above are met prior to 

the base leg, he/she should communicate that with the evaluator and continue the circuit 

for a go around and repeat. A total of five (5) go-arounds are permitted throughout the 

evaluation. If the SNA fails to land the aircraft successfully or does not meet 

requirements in maturity and an ability to communicate intent in these six (6) attempts, 

the evaluator and SNA will schedule further training sessions with instructors and will 
be eligible for evaluation after a period of no more than one (1) week. 

Carrier Operations Evaluation 

 

Handling on Flight Deck 

After aircraft startup 

procedures, the SNA must 

show the capability to 
maneuver on the flight 

deck from the parking 

position to one of four 

departure positions on 

the Stennis. The SNA 

should know where on the 
Stennis to launch from. 

Be sure to properly 

deploy the launch bar 

and unfold wings at 
appropriate times.  

 

Departure and CASE I Recovery 

Carrier operations are arguably the largest challenge an SNA will face when learning the 

F/A-18C. Chuck’s Guide provides a great insight into the procedure with step by step 

instructions. In the resources section at the beginning of this document will be several 

videos to utilize in better understanding the CASE I recovery. In regards to HVY’s 

requirements, the SNA is required to show an acceptable understanding of the circuit and 
its elements. Throughout the procedure the SNA should recognize what stage he/she is in, 
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while actively trying to correct mistakes and stabilize the aircraft through the circuit. 

The SNA is given eight (8) attempts at a carrier recovery, the recovery does not require 

an OK pass nor a FAIR Pass, it is at the discretion of the evaluator if the attempt meets 

qualification. This means a NO GRADE pass can result in success, however a CUT pass will 

be considered as a failure to achieve satisfactory qualification. For the sake of DCS a 
CUT pass will be considered an absolute incapability to keep the aircraft stable and a 

disregard of basic knowledge of carrier operations. The evaluator will be looking for a 

willingness to learn and apply learnt topics to the SNA’s flying. If an SNA fails to meet 

qualification, he/she will schedule further training sessions with instructors and will 

be eligible for evaluation after a period of no more than one (1) week. A CASE III 

recovery is not required for initial qualification, but is certainly a procedure that an 
F/A-18C pilot should work towards. Although an O-1 does not require enhanced proficiency 

in the art of carrier operations, it should be noted that if the VFC-119 officer is not 

able to continually learn and improve their carrier operations, they will be sent to 

VMFA-390, HVY’s marine hornet squadron which operates from airfields if they wish to 
continue flying F/A-18C’s 

 

Formation Flying Evaluation 

At this time, the 

VFC does not 

qualify pilots on 

formation flying, 

but will in the 

future. This will 

include recognizing 

and utilizing all 
formations, A2A 

Refueling, Carrier 

Break formations 

and Carrier Stack 

formations, etc. We 

strongly recommend 

the SNA review this 

video for general 

knowledge and 

principles at this 
time.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEDlx1EOMUo&t=1852s 

 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEDlx1EOMUo&t=1852s
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Ex.1 Cold and Dark to >10,000 ft Checklist 
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Ex.2 Carrier Break Circuit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Joint Task Force Heavy – VFC  

 

9
 

Ex.3 Approach, Landing, and Shutdown Checklist 
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[HVY]Squadron SRS -  

162.248.94.224 –  
Save Name As: HVY 

 

COMMON FREQUENCIES: 

Squadron **  During Op 

Guard ** 243.00 MHz 

Airbase UNICOM ** 251.00 MHz; 127.50 MHz (Alternate) 

FAC ** 265.00 MHz 

AWACS - E-3A Wizard 254.00 MHz 

AWACS - E-2D Darkstar 267.00 MHz 

Tanker - KC-130 Texaco 252.00 MHz 

Tanker - KC-135 Shell 253.00 MHz 

JTAC ** Determined During Op 

U.S.S. Stennis STN 127.50 MHz, 1X 

U.S.S. Forrestal FOR 000.00 MHz 

U.S.S. Tarawa TAR 127.50 MHz, 1X 
 

 

 


