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Resources 

 

Foreword 

The Initial Qualification on the A-10C in the 484th Squadron is a student pilots first 

milestone in the squadron. Completion of this evaluation will earn an SNA his/her wings 

and the rank of [HVY-(O-1)]. O-1 means the SNA has proved to the CO and the squadron that 

he/she is mature and shows a willingness to learn more about the aircraft but most 
importantly intends to work as a team member and contribute to the great environment that 

makes the HVY experience better for all. In regards to the evaluation, the SNA is 

strongly advised to communicate with the evaluator while he/she is spectating. If the 

evaluator feels the SNA has reviewed the material below and is able to clearly 

communicate what his/her intentions are, that could be classified as satisfactory. The 

evaluators reserve the right of discretion, and if performance and attitude do not 
satisfy the evaluator, the attempt will not be successful. In short, this evaluation will 
be your entry challenge, be mature, try your best, and most importantly have fun. 

 
Welcome to the 484th Squadron of JTF Heavy 

 

First Evaluation 

Ramp Qualification 

An SNA’s initial qualification 

includes basic competency in 

startup from a cold and dark 

cockpit to; engines running, 

countermeasures system set up, 

UFC BIT complete, and 

remaining relevant checklist 

items completed in an 
acceptable time limit. While 

there is no exact amount of 

time specified, the SNA should 

employ all knowledge currently 

accumulated and show an intent 

to learn and improve as a 
pilot. Practice and muscle 

memory are key to success in 

this segment. We encourage SNA’s to review Chuck’s A-10C Guide part 4, pages 25-30. For 

cockpit familiarization, pages 9-24 in part 3 can be utilized. Following a cold and dark 

startup, the SNA should focus on DSMS management, a basic understanding of weapons & 

ordnance management should be shown. Note that many other checklists and guides may 

provide items in differing order, Chuck’s guide should be followed until the SNA feels 

comfortable enough to make minor amendments for personal preference on the grounds of 
prioritization or ease of use.  
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Operating In Formation 

Once the aircraft is ready for taxi and take-off, the SNA will accompany the ranking 

officer conducting the evaluation to the active runway. The SNA will select the runway 

and follow the officer to the threshold. The evaluating officer assumes authority of the 
departure segment. The SNA will follow the instructions of the officer during take-off 

and be able to maintain formation once airborne. Although perfect formation flight is not 

necessary, the SNA should perform some ability to maintain reasonable proximity and not 

pose a threat to the safety of the exercise. The SNA should try to fly on the port or 

starboard wing of the officer. Lex’s video on formation flying is a must watch for SNA’s, 

the link will be posted below. Memorization of the video is not necessary for initial 

qualification, but a general understanding of the principles discussed should be noted. 

The evaluator will maintain authority of the in-flight segment and will direct the SNA 

through various procedures. Satisfactory performance of the in-flight segment will be 

determined at the discretion of the evaluating officer. Upon completion, the officer will 

offer the SNA the lead 

position and the SNA 
will navigate to the 

airbase of departure, 

enter the circuit at the 

upwind or crosswind leg 

and attempt the circuit 

flying segment outlined 

below. All intentions 

should be verbally 

communicated by the SNA. 

 

Pattern Work/Landing 

The SNA will be required 

to fly a circuit for an 

airfield landing, (left-

hand or right-hand 

circuit will be determined during the evaluation upon runway selection by the SNA). The 

variables for circuit segments should be as follows; Crosswind segment should be flown at 
2000ft and approximately 250-300 Knots, Downwind leg should be flown at 2000ft and 200-

250 knots, Base leg should be flown at 1500ft and 150 knots, the SNA should maintain 

approximately -500ft/min descent rate on final approach. The related graph and further 

explanation can be found in Chuck’s A-10C guide on page 41 in part 6. If the SNA feels at 

any point the approach is not stable or that the variables above are not met prior to the 

final approach, he/she should communicate that with the evaluator and continue the 

circuit for a go around and repeat. A total of five (5) go-arounds are permitted 

throughout the evaluation. If the SNA fails to land the aircraft successfully or does not 

meet requirements in maturity and an ability to communicate intent in these six (6) 

attempts, the evaluator and SNA will schedule further training sessions with instructors 
and will be eligible for evaluation after a period of no more than one (1) week. 
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References 

Below is a list of links to references mentioned above and some additional references 

deemed necessary by the Commanding Officer of 484th. Please utilize these links as aids to 
help you better understand the airframe at your own discretion. 

 

Lex’s Formation Flying Video 

A 1:00:00 long video on formation flight, full of great information. A must watch 

for HVY pilots.  

Chuck’s A-10C Guide   

A fundamental guide that will get you airborne and operating the A-10C 

proficiently. Although, to better understand the air frame and apply it well, other 

documents and sources should be used to continue learning. 

 

Matt Wagner’s Youtube A-10C Playlist  

 Matt Wagner provides detailed walkthrough’s of the aircraft he develops. This 

playlist includes many phenomenal videos detailing various elements of the A-10C. The 
most noteworthy is one of two startup videos and is linked below. 

Start Up https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSIGzDMJ-ik 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEDlx1EOMUo&t=1852s
https://www.mudspike.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/DCS-A-10C-Warthog-Guide.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLF779D43F5153AD8E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aSIGzDMJ-ik
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[HVY]Squadron SRS -  

162.248.94.224 –  
Save Name As: HVY 

 

COMMON FREQUENCIES: 

Squadron **  During Op 

Guard ** 243.00 MHz 

Airbase UNICOM ** 251.00 MHz; 127.50 MHz (Alternate) 

FAC ** 265.00 MHz 

AWACS - E-3A Wizard 254.00 MHz 

AWACS - E-2D Darkstar 267.00 MHz 

Tanker - KC-130 Texaco 252.00 MHz 

Tanker - KC-135 Shell 253.00 MHz 

JTAC ** Determined During Op 

U.S.S. Stennis STN 127.50 MHz, 1X 

U.S.S. Forrestal FOR 000.00 MHz 

U.S.S. Tarawa TAR 127.50 MHz, 1X 
 


